I-95 rubberized “quiet” roadway asphalt 


Cover photos show crews at work on the future Statewide Traffic Management Center in Woodbridge and a sketch of the proposed 
building. A contractor lays a section of roadway on I-95 with rubberized asphalt. 


New traffic center, new roadway 
technology are on NJUDOT’s 2008 calendar 


NJDOT will carry over two 2007 initiatives — a new Statewide Traffic Management Center and new “quiet” 
roadway technology -- into 2008. Here’s how they'll change some transportation procedures in the new year. 


Effecting quicker communications, safer roadways. 


Commissioner Kris Kolluri recently announced the 
January 2008 opening of a new state-of-the-art traffic 
management center in cooperation with the New Jersey 
Turnpike Authority and the New Jersey State Police. 

“The Statewide Traffic Management Center (STMC), 
located in Woodbridge, Middlesex County, will allow us to 
instantly send traffic information and to manage traffic and 
integrate incidents from a single location,” said Kolluri. 

According to Executive Director of Statewide Traffic 
Operations Jim Hogan, the primary purpose of STMC is 
to link NJDOT’s capabilities with those of the Turnpike 
Authority and the State Police in a Unified Traffic 
Management Center. Using the latest technology, this 
center will provide more accurate and timely information 
to motorists. Efforts to enhance the NJDOT 
commuter web page and to provide real-time 
traffic information on devices such as cell 
phones, Blackberry devices and PDAs are 
underway. 


half of the state and is open five days 

a week, while the Traffic Operation 
Center located in Cherry Hill is open 
24/7 covers the other half of the state,” 
said Hogan. “The move to Woodbridge | 
will allow us to have 24/7 coverage 
from this centralized location for the 
busiest parts of the state. The Traffic 
Operation Center in Cherry Hill will 
then become a satellite center and will 
stay open five days a week. This change 
will be achieved by reorganizing within & 
the division, and relocating staff from 
both existing centers.” 

The new center provides an instant communications 
infrastructure in order to have better 
coordinated transportation management on 
our roadways during normal commuting 
periods, as well as during special events and 


Hogan 


“Currently, the Traffic 
Operation Center located in 
Elmwood Park cover 
the northern Seay 
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The Statewide Traffic Management Center (STMC) interior will have 26,000 square 
feet on three floors with an inter-agency operations area and a video wall 50 feet wide 
and 20 feet tall that the Turnpike Authority, the NJ State Police and NJDOT can use to 
monitor the traffic throughout the state. 


Making roads green and quiet. 

Imagine a roadway that is comfortable to drive on, eco-friendly, quiet and 
economical. That’s what NJDOT is providing New Jersey’s motorists and residents 
by using an asphalt mix containing recycled tires on Route 95 from Scotch Road in 
Ewing to Route 1 in Lawrence. 

“The use of this asphalt mix reflects the Department’s commitment 
to maintain a safe and environmentally-friendly roadway network,” said 
Commissioner Kris Kolluri. 

Saving money is another factor, as using the rubberized asphalt is much less 
expensive than putting up noise walls. In addition, rubberized asphalt lasts longer. 

“It’s being a good neighbor,” said Bob Sauber, who served in the capacity 
of Chief Pavement Engineer on the project. “The new roadway is so much better, 
quieter, and helps to shed ice. We are also helping the environment. The fact 
that we are using 80,000 old tires for the project that would normally end up in 
landfills is important. Other facts are that it is durable and skid resistant, reduces 
spray in wet weather and improves visibility.” 

Another quiet pavement installation is scheduled, according to Sauber, for 
1-280 in East Orange in the spring. 

In addition to Sauber, NIDOT employees involved in jump-starting this 
project were Bob Holland, Resident Engineer, Jim Conrey, Project Manager, Steve 
Manera, Program Manager, Robert Blight, Pavement Design, Eileen Sheehy, 
State Materials Engineer and Region Central Materials employees Bob Lake, 
Muhammed Makil, Harry Nasralla, Jim P’Smir and Bill Young. 


major incidents. 

Dhanesh Motiani, Director of Traffic 
Operations added, “The STMC will improve 
interagency cooperation and coordination 
during recurring and non-recurring events. 
This means better response times and 
reduction in time taken to clear the incidents 
and therefore reduction of congestion and 
commuter delays.” 


“NJDOT and the utility 
industry need to strengthen their 
partnership by working more 
effectively together,” said Assistant 
Commissioner Rick Hammer in his 
opening remarks at the recent Utility 
Summit held at Headquarters. 

The summit’s agenda included 
addressing concerns about utility 
relocation work and sharing success 
stories of NJDOT’s partnership with 
utility companies. 


For example, the Route 1&9T 
viaduct over St. Paul’s Avenue project 
in Jersey City is a challenging case. 

NJDOT’s Steve Hochman, 
Project Manager, explained, “The new 
alignment requires the construction 
of new approach roadways that 
provide connections to Route 1&9T, 
Route 7 and the existing Wittpenn 
Bridge, the Pulaski Skyway, Route 
139, Route 1&9 north of the Tonnele 


Circle as well as streets in Jersey City. A 
number of ramps, structures and other 


connections have to be constructed 
or modified as part of the proposed 
project. On a project this large, close 
utility coordination is required and 


much of the utility work is being done 
in advance of construction to avoid the 


potential or utility delay claims once 
the project reaches construction.” 

Other agenda items included 
presentations on NJDOT’s permit 
process, traffic safety and breakaway 
utility poles. 


Frank Mercadante of Jersey Central 
Power & Light Company (JCP&L) 
who explained how the recent change 
in his company that allows the state 
contractor to control their relocation 
work benefits NJDOT and JCP&L.” 


Frank Pinto of the Office of Utility 
Coordination said, “Another highlight 
of the summit was a presentation by 


Commissioner Kris Kolluri’s visits to NJDOT’s regional offices in December include: 


Thursday, December 13 from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
Headquarters Complex Cafeteria, Ewing 


Wednesday, December 19 from 10 a.m. to Noon 
NJDOT South Region, Cherry Hill 


Friday, December 14 from 10 a.m. to Noon 
NJDOT North Region, Mount Arlington 


Friday, December 14 at 1p.m. 


Traffic Operations North, Elmwood Park 


Obituaries 


Retiree Velma E. Wilkins died 
November 4 in Philadelphia. The 
Willingboro resident is survived 


by her sons Elmer J. Jr. and Keith 
Square, daughters Vondalier, 
Valencia Square-Bellamy and 
Bernadette Giddens-Barnes, her 
sister Lottie Catheart, her brothers 


Judson and Herbert Wilkins, her 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren 
and her former husband Elmer J. 
Square, Sr. 

NJDOT Equipment Operator 
Richard Plum of Crew 419 in 
Cherry Hill died November 16. His 
brothers George and Erik and his 


Thursday, December 20 from 10 a.m. to Noon J 
NJDOT Central Region, Freehold 
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nieces and nephews survive him. 
Retiree Arthur Ahr died 

November 23 in Hamilton. The 

U.S. Navy veteran of World War II 

is survived by his daughter Sharon 

Parson, sons Arthur, Charles and 

Joseph, his grandchildren and nieces 

and nephews. 


depen celebrates its first American Indian peeue Month 


“Arrowheads, peace pipes and 
farming tools found near Route 29 
in Trenton confirm American Indian 
activity in this area,” said Dr. Ian 
Burrow, Principal Archaeologist at 


Society of Antiquaries of London. He 
recently presented a program as part 
of American Indian Heritage Month 
at NJDOT Headquarters that focused 
on the origins of the American Indian 
in New Jersey and the excavation 
and preservation of American Indiar 
artifacts along Route 29. ys 
Historical documentation indicates that the Delaware 
Nation extended from Cape Henlopen, Delaware north to 


Sterns 


The NJDOT American Indian Heritage Month Committee members 
created mini-exhibits throughout Headquarters’ hallways. 


ilaERSaT@ NERS: 
Planning and Development. 


As part of the restructuring of Planning and 
Development, Mark L. Stout, Assistant Commissioner, 
recently announced the appointments of Robert Miller to 
the position of Director, Division of Multimodal Services, 
of Elkins Green to the position of Director, Division 


Right of Way. 


Victor Akpu, Director of Right of Way and Access 
Management announced the appointments of Richard 
Dube to the position of Executive Manager, Bureaus of 
Major Access, Access Design/Right of Way Engineering 
and Outdoor Advertising Services and of Feraidoon 


Operations. 


Hunter Research Inc. and Fellow of the 


_in the land around the Hamilton 
~ Marsh, Route 129 and Route I-95,” 


the west side of the lower Hudson 
Valley in New York and west to the 
Delaware River Valley. The Lenni 
Lenape tribe, part of the Delaware 
Nation, was the most prominent 
tribe in the area. 

“We have proof through maps 
of Morrisville and Trenton, made by 
Dutch settlers in 1668, and through 
archaeological digs that American 
Indian activity goes back 4,000 years 


The U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian 
, reported the first local day of recognition for the 
can Indians was held in the early 1900s in Rochester, 
1990, President George H.W. Bush designated 
November as National American Indian Heritage Month. 
“We thought it was very important that NJDOT 

join the national celebration of this month with 
educational programs about the 
American Indians,” said Robin 
Sterns, Chairperson of the newly- 
formed American Indian Heritage 
Committee. “In addition to Dr. 
Burrow’s presentation, we showed 

a film on the Black-American Indian 
fusion in America. Both I and my 
committee — Vicki Tilghman-Ansley, 
Maria Jones, Leroy Gould, Phillip 
Boone, David Mudge and David 
Santini — hope to have another 
program next year.” 


Jones 


of Environmental Resources, of Michael Russo to the 
position of Director, Division of Local Aid and Economic 
Development, and Lynn Rich to the position of Director, 
Division of Project Planning and Development. 


Kashani to the position of District Program Manager, Right 
of Way in Mt. Arlington. 

Stuart Brooks will continue to manage the Outdoor 
Advertising Services unit. 


Jeff Callahan, Assistant Commissioner, Operations, has announced the appointment of Lisa Webber as Manager of 


Office of Emergency Management. 


